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SUBJECT: PROPOSED AGREEMENT FOR NORTH AMERICAN PLANT PROTECTION 

1. MEETING OF U.S.-MEXICO-CANADA PLANT QUARANTINE (PQ) OFFICIALS 
SCHEDULED NOVEMBER 12-14 IN MERIDA. 

2. U. S. REGIONAL OFFICE FOR PQ IN MEXICO HAS POINTED OUT USEFULNESS 
OF HAVING AGREEMENT PROVIDING FRAMEWORK FOR COOPERATION IN PLANT 
PEST CONTROL EFFORTS READY FOR SIGNATURE AT MERIDA MEETING. WE 
UNDERSTAND PROPOSED AGREEMENT NOW BEING REVIEWED BY DEPARTMENT 
LEGAL ADVISOR. 

3. EMBASSY CONCURS IN NEED FOR PROMPT AGREEMENT IN VIEW OF POTENTIAL 
SERIOUS ECONOMIC IMPACT OF MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY (WHICH HAS 
RECENTLY SPREAD TO GUATEMALA) ON FRUIT AND VEGATABLE INDUSTRY OF 

3 COUNTRIES AND WILL APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE IN EXPEDITING 
CLEARANCE OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT. 
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